CHAPTER XII

THE RESULTS OF RICHELIEU'S ADMINISTRATION

WHAT manner of man Richelieu was appears
In the record of his life. His intellect
though acute was not original, his charac-
ter though vigorous was not exalted. Yet he gained
a position in the world, an influence in the politics
of his own country and of Europe, such as is rarely
held by anyone not born to a throne, and not often
by an hereditary sovereign. Among the great
statesmen France has produced, among the acute
and ambitious cardinals and bishops who have held
high political office, Richelieu occupies a place by
himself; he was sagacious In his policy, tireless In
his activity, and remorseless in his animosities.

He possessed various qualities which excite ad-
miration. A man of great courage, he was never
turned from his path by the machinations of ene-
mies, never discouraged by difficulties or failures; he
bore calamities with firmness, and would not make
peace without honour so long as he could borrow
money to buy guns or had men left to fire them.
Such dauntless resolution is the more admirable
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y and scandal.
